TAKS Composition Rubric

	                             
	Idea development

(Follow-through of thesis)
	Organization 

Coherence

(Clarity and movement)
	Voice

(Personality

and Style)
	Sentence fluency

Word choice

Rhetorical devices (and conventions too)
(Zest/hauntability of mechanicals)

	1
Huh?
	*Not much connection to prompt

*Unfocused

*General
	*Confusing

*Not logical movement
	*Little or no voice

(If the phone rang while you were reading the essay, you'd resent having to start over.)
	*Too short to tell

*Lots of misspellings
*What punctuation?

	2

Ok…
	*Surface level ideas

*Somewhat focused
	*Abrupt shifts

*Connections not always clear
	*Moments where the voice shows through

(If the phone rang while you were reading the essay, scanning back over it wouldn't hurt you.)
	*Choppy but mostly correct.

	3
Ahh.
	*Focused

*Mixes generalities and specifics
	*Logical connections
	*Sense of voice, but unsustained

(If the phone rang while you were reading the essay, you would actually find it pleasant to glance back over it)
	*Fluent sentences

*Clear, precise vocabulary

          . , ' ! ?

	4
Wow.
	*Thought-provoking

*Completely focused
	*Practically invents a new form
	*Depth 

*Sparkle

(If the phone rang while you were reading the essay, you'd have to read aloud to the caller)
	*Fluent use of every grammatical and rhetorical tool
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