Q:  What do you do with the Grammar and Rhetoric chart?

 

A:  The chart is to keep track of what all you've covered, and my students cut the margins off their copy and tape it into the back of their composition books.  Then whenever we have a mini-lesson or get notes or practice any one of the segments, we jot down in the tiny little space for that segment something like a proof word.

 

Don't give them the chart until you've covered three or four things on it.  How do you cover three or four things on it?  

 

You can teach any of the segments on it any way you want to (with mini-lessons or notes or practice), but the best thing I've found is "star points."  What you do is choose one item each day and put it onto your white board or blackboard, the notes for that day's grammar item.  Like this:

________________________
Today's Star Point
THERE = here
                                   (here)
Ex:  I was sitting right there.
______________________________________________

 

 

Look at the example.  The underline means "I spelled it like this on purpose" and the proof word above it in parentheses means "I can prove I chose the right spelling."  

 

I have them copy the daily star point notes, including the example sentence, into the back of their journals, and jot the proof word onto the grammar chart.  In the minute or two at the beginning of class, I usually greet them, using the star point word if I can, like "Morning, students!  I'm so glad to see you all sitting right there!"  Then, "How do you spell 'there'?"  Someone answers (probably correctly), and I disagree.  "No...that's not right."  "Yes it is."  "No, and I hate to see you walking around looking illiterate..." "No, Miss Bernabei, it's right."  "I don't think so...prove it..?"  "I'm so glad to see you all sitting right HERE."  "Oh, my goodness, you're absolutely right!"   

 

Then as they begin to write in their journal for ten minutes, I remind them that anyone who uses today's star point word "there" five or more times, underlining it and using the proof word in their journal writing, will get extra points and a star on that journal entry.  It's crazy, but even big old seniors want their stars.  

 

It's not required that they write using the star points, but it is required that they copy down the notes. Here's the most important part:   After journal time, I ask for a few volunteers to read a sentence using today's star point word.  When they read the sentence, I argue as above, and they prove they have spelled it right.  Then I ask them to write me down a copy of it so we can put some samples of their sentences on a poster to keep in the classroom, along with the star point notes.  (Those posters are great for kids who were absent, and going over the sentences orally as you do will ensure that even the students who didn't opt to use the star points will learn from it.  The disagreements are in two voices, and then with repetition the voices go internal, and the students will have the mental arguments when they're choosing a word from multiple possible spellings.)

 

Meanwhile, I don't give them the chart until after we've done a few days' star points.  They they jot down the proof words into the little spaces, and they get a look at the overview.  Everything on the chart fits together and is part of how we use language.  (Sometimes kids wonder when we're going to be "done" with language...there's always more to learn.  I like for them to see how it all fits together, and it IS finite.)

 

Does that make sense? Let me know! 
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